
 

 

 
 

Celebrate  Internat ional  Recyc l ing  Day  in  worship!   
 

Recycling Day is an annual event celebrated on 17th May. Worldwide, 
groups, communities and parishes organize events or campaigns to reinforce 
the message Reduce, Refuse, Reuse, Recycle, Redesign and Compost. If we 
send waste to landfill or incineration it causes pollution (CO2 and Methane 
which cause global warming leading to climate change). It also means we 
need to use up more of the Earth’s resources to create new items. There is a 
global need for us to reduce what we are using and reuse and recycle in 
order to save the planet’s resources for the next generation. 
 
This coming week will be used by many Catholic parishes throughout the 
world to celebrate International Recycling Day (17th May) 
	

Laudato Si (page 45) 
Our ‘Faith allows us to interpret the meaning and the mysterious beauty’ of 

what is unfolding in this universe…. ‘The Work of the Church seeks to remind 
everyone of the duty of care for nature’  

 
 

	

	

 	



 

 

	

Gospel of John 14: 1-12 
“Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because 
I am going to the Father” 

No one can come to the Father except through Christ. The Church must work so that all 
peoples may come to the Father. Working together in love, all God’s people can build up the 
Kingdom in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our high priest.  

Jesus’ works of love allowed people to know the Father through him. Jesus “in talking with 
the disciples, would invite them to recognize the paternal relationship God has with all his 
creatures. With moving tenderness he would remind them that each one of them is important 
in God’s eyes: ‘Look at the birds of the air:they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them (Mt 6:26)’” 

We will continue the work that Jesus started and be the living Church. Through our works of 
love for each other we are witnesses to the Resurrection and we can bring all people to the 
Father. This includes the small choices we make in everyday living.  
 
The Spirit is calling us to make choices that glorify God’s creation. Look at the choices we 
make when shopping, can we choose to buy less? Can we choose to buy reusable items 
instead of disposable ones? Can we reuse our shopping bags instead of single use plastic 
bags? What about our waste at home, can we chose to separate it into the correct bins? The 
council is starting to provide brown kitchen caddies for every home, if we put our food into 
these we are helping to stop climate change (because if food goes to landfill it releases 
methane which is 30 times worse for the atmosphere than CO2). 

Just like St. Therese of Lisieux we can make small actions and choices that can have a 
bigger impact. Small actions of Love can help to change the world. 

 ‘There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little daily actions, and it is 
wonderful how education can bring about real changes in lifestyle. Education in 
environmental responsibility can encourage ways of acting which directly and significantly 
affect the world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water 
consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what can be reasonably consumed, showing 
care for other living beings, using public transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off 
unnecessary lights, or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a generous and 
worthy creativity which brings out the best in human beings. Reusing something instead of 
immediately discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which 
expresses our own dignity.’ Laudato Si 
 
‘The Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

The Father who dwells in Jesus, dwells in our own hearts and is calling to us to take action 
through our good works.  

 “The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the fullness of God, which has already been 
attained by the risen Christ, the measure of the maturity of all things. All creatures are 



 

 

moving forward with us towards a common point of arrival, which is God, in that 
transcendant fullness where the risen Christ embraces and illumines all things. Human 
beings endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to 
lead all creatures back to their creator.’ Laudato Si  

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL (Some Possibilities):  

1. We pray for every living being on our planet, as each one was created by God 
and is perfect in his eyes. 

Response: God of Creation, help us to respect and renew the Earth. 

2. We pray that all Christians will find a renewed love of creation and in doing so 
will turn from a disposable lifestyle towards a sustainable and respectful way of 
living in harmony with God’s creation. 

Response: God of Creation, help us to respect and renew the Earth. 

3. We pray for those making decisions around the world, that they will consider 
the impact that their decisions have on the sanctity of creation. 

Response: God of Creation, help us to respect and renew the Earth. 

ACTIVITIES TO HONOUR GOD’S CREATION 

The church is called to participate in God's transformation of creation. 
Congregations and individuals have found ways they can address the 
challenges of climate change  

1. Litterpick 
If you have been enjoying the recent spell of good weather outdoors you may 
have appreciated the joys of nature. You may also have noticed somewhere 
in need of a tidy up. Why not organize a litter pick with friends or family or 
as a parish group. 
 
2. Choose to Reuse 
Individuals or Families can make a conscious change to choose reusable 
items instead of disposable ones. Start your journey by taking part in 
Trocaire’s campaign - ‘Drink tap not bottled’ 
https://www.trocaire.org/getinvolved/climate-justice/drink-tap-not-bottled-
water  
People in Ireland spend millions per year on bottled water.   
The average person will get through 168 single-use bottles of water in a year. As a nation we 
discard thousands of these water bottles every day – and rather than recycle them, we send up 
to 70% to landfill. This releases harmful gases into the atmosphere and wastes precious 
resources. Bottled water is a thousand times more carbon intensive than tap, chiefly due to 
packaging and transport.  Moving bottles of water around the globe adds 100g of CO2 per bottle. 
 
3. Refuse Single Use Plastic 
- Make the plastic pledge http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/tags/plastics-

pledge  



 

 

- Saw Naw to Plastic Straws (A Derry based campaign to rid our City of 
plastic straws) – 1 million seabirds die from plastic each year 

- Refuse single use plastic bags – by the year 2050 there will be more 
plastic in our oceans than fish. 

 
	


