STANDARD 1

CREATING AND MAINTAINING SAFE ENVIRONMENTS

GUIDANCE FOR INDICATOR 1.5

1.5B Guidance on Church Property and Hire for
Private Functions

4 Individual aduits (parents/guardians/family members) approaching the parish priest/local supefior
to use Church property for a privateﬁmdiondonotmeetherequiremerﬁbrveﬁngbythe
Church authority.

All parish/congregations are insured to cover one-off private events, and it is the sole

responsibility of the parents/guardians to organise and supervise all children attending. As such,

they are not required to confirm in writing that they have a safeguarding policy or appropriate
— insurance.

However, as a matter of good pracﬁoe.eachpaﬁshpriestnocalsupeﬁorshouldensurematkey
heahmdsafetymeasur&sarewveredpﬁortoagmeingmepmpenyforuse. For example,

it would be good practice to draw up an agreement with a potential user (e.g. in the case ofa
child’s private birthday party), highlighting the terms and conditions for the use of the Church
property, which should include:

. ThatmeChurd\bodywillensuremepropertyissafetouse.thghowaecidents:esumng
from the condition of the property should be reported;

. ThattheChurchbodyisnotmponsmleforthemganisaﬁm,supervisionorcondudofme
children or adults involved in the event;

B ThanhesafeguamingwﬁcyofﬂleChurd\bodydoesnotapplymmepﬁvatepany.and.as
such.allsaﬁeguaﬂsatemempmsibimyofmemgmiserofmeevemwmmecmmh
body.

What is excluded as part of this guidance

Thisguidanceisspedﬁwﬂyforevaﬂsmathwdvedlm,aMisnMdesignedhr

non-child-related events. Additionally, ﬂ\isguidanoedoesnotcovermefollowing situations:

. MinistrywimchildrenthatisorganisedbyﬂleChurchbodyaspanofsaaamemalcelebmﬁons
(for exampleaCommunioNConﬁnnaﬁoncelebraﬁoninvo!vinganumber of children). In these
situations, the responsibility for safeguarding rests with the Church body;

. UsedChumhmopenybroﬂerparBhrdatedmmmmunﬂyqaatedacﬁwﬁessumasmal
moepﬁmsaMoﬁersudmcﬁviﬁes,Mﬁdnfaﬂwtsbeﬂwmﬂdsafegumﬁngdﬁulen:

. SchoolsusingChurdlpropedyforsaaamemaloelebraﬁons.Inﬂmesih:aﬁonsitisadvisable
matUnsdlmlmdmeChurdIbodyagreewhoismpmsiblemrsafegwdmgusing
Guidance 2.1J.

JUNE 2016 88



